A   WILDERNESS   OF   LAVAS
goatherd loitering among the wild lavas. The lad v. as an Het-
eymy, he knew Ghroceyb, and showed us where the beyts were
pitched, in a deep place not far off. Here Ghroceyb came to his
own kindred; and we alighted at the tent of his brother. The
cragged Harra face is there 4,300 feet above sea-level. Their
hareem were veiled like those of Kasim's encampment, and they
wore a braided forelock hanging upon their foreheads. In the
evening we were regaled with a caldron of temmn, and the host
poured us out a whole skinful of thick butter-mili:. . . .
... In the early morning Ghroceyb milked our thelul and
brought me this warm bever; and after that, in the fatigue of the
long way to be passed almost without her tasting herbage, her
udder would be dried up, and the Beduwy fetched in a hurr to
cover her; [at such times doubtless in the hope that she may
bear a female]. We were called away to breakfast in another
booth where they set before us dates fried in samn, and bowls
of butter-milk. All was horrid lava-field far before us, and
we should be 'two nights out without Aarab93 and the third at
Kheybar.
. . . Gloomy were these days of drooping grey clouds in the
golden-aired Arabia. We journeyed quickly by the camel paths
(pddar pL jiddran) worn, since ages, in the rolling cinders and
wilderness of horrid lavas. Hither come Bishr and Heteym nomads
in the early year with their cattle, to seek that rabia which may
be sprung among the lava clefts and pits and little bottoms of
vulcanic sand. Before noon we were among the black bills
(hilliari) which I had viewed before us since yesterday; they are
cones and craters of spent volcanoes. Our path lay under the
highest hilly, which might be of four hundred or five hundred feet.
Some are two-headed,~it is where a side of the crater is broken
down. Others are seen ribbed, that is they are guttered down
from the head. All is here as we haw seen in the Hanat el-Aueyrid.
We passed over a smooth plain of cinders; and, at the roots of
another hilly, I saw yellowish soft tufa lying under the scaly
crags of lavas. From hence we had sight of the Kharrarn, a day
distant to the westward; lying beyond the Harra in a yellow
bonier of Nefud; the white sand lay in long drifts upon the high
of the mountain.
203